The study ofthe microcirculation or, as the author terms it, 'microhemocirculation' has in recent years been extending rapidly in various directions, and provides a common meeting ground for anatomists, physiologists, pathologists, and clinicians. In the present volume Dr Maggio gives a brief historical account of the major discoveries of the macro-and microcirculation, followed by a short description of the chief methods employed in the examination of the living vessels in the meninges, the guinea-pig cochlea, the bone marrow of the rabbit fibula or rib, the pancreatic mesentery of the rabbit, the ocular conjunctiva of man, and in other situations.
In Chapters IV-VII an account is given of modern views on the structure and function of the smaller blood vessels under both normal and pathological conditions. This includes the evidence of electron microscopy, and incorporates recent ideas on the capillary wall and pericapillary tissues.
The author himself has devi*d a technique for studying the bullar submucosa of the middle ear in the anesthetized guinea-pig, and uses this, together with the cheek pouch of the hamster, for his own observations on the normal microcirculation, and the disturbances which follow bacterial infection of trauma. The results are depicted in a series ofexcellent photomicrographs. There is a good bibliography. This is an unusually rewarding symposium with 31 contributing authors, covering all the ordinary complications and breaking a great deal of new ground. I was particularly interested in Theodore's section on mycotic endophthalmitis after cataract surgery as it explained several clinical cases which had puzzled me. Since reading his description of Dellen marginal ulcerations following ocular surgery I have seen them for the first time in a case of glaucoma. Rizutti's long section on the management of the displaced lens is particularly worth reading. There are some novel and very practical points in the section on the optical complications of aphakia by Linksz. But it is invidious to pick out a few authors for mention among such a galaxy.
The book is written in vivid transatlantic style which gives the British reader quiet chuckles from time to time. I liked the description of the elderly ophthalmic surgeons whom 'too frequently only failing health, old age, or death retires'. The book recognizes that the responsibility of the surgeon extends beyond successful dexterity into the realm of visual rehabilitation. Formerly: 'Once the aphakic patient achieved Snellen 20/20 through a trial frame the surgical responsibility ceased and he was turned over to an optician. It was a la mode for the skilled surgeon to lose interest once the cataract was removed and with only somewhat detached resentment, to examine the final spectacles, emphasize the exquisite surgical result, and often ignore the patient's feeble complaints of confusion, diplopia, aberration, and sensory discomfort.' L H SAVIN Girdlestone's Tuberculosis ofBone and Joint revised by E W Somerville MB FRCS(Ed) and M C Wilkinson MB FRCS(Eng) 3rd ed pp 220 illustrated 50s London &c.: Oxford University Press 1965 It is now a quarter of a century since the first edition of this monograph appeared, written by Girdlestone who was one of the pioneers in the treatment of tuberculosis of bone and joint in this country. The original text was based on the teaching of Hugh Owen Thomas, and Robert Jonesof rest, enforced, uninterrupted and prolonged, to the affected joint coupled with a sanatorium type of regime. During the intervening years there has been a dramatic decline in all forms of tuberculosis except in the underdeveloped countries, and with the introduction of effective antibiotics prolonged periods of immobilization are no longer required. A direct attack on the disease is now the rule rather than the exception that it was twenty-five years ago.
These changes in emphasis are clearly discussed in the new third edition, in which Somerville has been joined as co-author by Wilkinson, for many years a staunch advocate of radical surgery whilst insisting on the importance of constitutional treatment. Your reviewer can find little to criticize in this new edition. The risk of permanent deafness from the administration of dihydro-
